186                                     ITALY.

royal cannon opened a breach in the Roman walls at
the Porta Pia, he has scarcely placed his foot outside
the grounds of the Vatican.1 He has even refused to
allow the clerical party to vote for deputies to Parlia-
ment, on the ground that this would involve a tacit
acknowledgment of the legality of the existing gov-
ernment; and thus a large portion of the Italian
people takes no part in national politics, although
the same men vote freely and sometimes win victories
at municipal elections. Such a condition of things
is very unfortunate, for it tends to create a hostility
between religion and patriotism, and makes it very
hard for a man to be faithful both to his church and
his country. If the Italians had any liking for other
sects, these would no doubt increase rapidly; but as
religion and Catholicism are synonymous terms in
Italy, the antagonism between church and state merely
stimulates skepticism and indifference.

It is not easy to see how the papal question will

finally be solved.    The present Pontiff is a

the papal     man of great tact, and with marvelous dexterity
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iicuitforthe he has changed the policy of the Vatican so as
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to bring it into harmony with the nineteenth
century. He made a peace with Bismarck by which
the Iron Chancellor virtually acknowledged defeat;
and by his conciliatory tone towards the French Re-
public he seems to be in a fair way to checkmate the
Radicals in France with their hatred of the church.
Yet even Leo XIII. has not been able to come to
terms with Italy. One thing is clear. Italy will

1 Until 1888 he did not even appear in St. Peter's.